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 Herrick siblings and excellent spouses had a terrific me in 2002 exploring Salem and Beverly, MA to 
learn more about our Herrick ancestors.  Working with Richard Leon Herrick, we iden fied several sites 
that were listed on historical maps and in histories of the area.  With the help of the City Engineer, we 
located Herrick bridge and Herrick rock.  We shared maps and scoured any lead.  This trip helped the 
Herrick Family Associa on prepare for several group trips in Salem and Beverly, led is to finding and 
working with the great folks at the Beverly Historical Society and learning from Fred Hammond, a nearby 
college history instructor and expert on local history.  
 
Over several trips to Salem and Beverly, Fred offered more and more detailed informa on about the 
Herrick family that was documented in several booklets prepared by the Beverly Historical Society. The 
Herrick Family Associa on sponsored Richard Leon Herrick and a team of Herrick researchers in 
publishing the Herrick Genealogical Register III as well as several research trips sites in New England, Salt 
Lake City, Indiana, Washington D.C. and other sites. 
 
A er learning about the American Herricks, we expanded our search to England to find out more about 
Henerie Hericke’s origin.  (See the Herrick Family Associa on website (www.herrickfamilyassocia on.org) 
for “A Self Guided Tour of Herrick Family Sites in Leicester, England.”) Digging into DNA research, we’ve 
been able to establish the outlines of the Herrick Viking origins.  It’s been a ball! 
 
 

 
 

2002 Trip to Beverly & Salem 

L to R: 

Cur s James Herrick 
Larry Joe Reynolds 
Robert Milnor Herrick 
Caroline Gwynne Dodge Herrick 
Alice Anabel Herrick Reynolds 
Jenny Lind Bocard Herrick 
Mary Reasoner Herrick Moltz 
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Introduction 

The Search for the Herrick Family History 

 
 
This Self Guide provides informa on about Henry Hericke’s life, the first genera on of his family, and 
iden fies sites in Salem and Beverly where Henry and his family lived, worked and prayed. Original maps 
are included to mark the sites.  A sketch of his English ancestors provides addi onal background to 
understand Henry’s place in history. 
 
The Herrick Family Associa on was founded in 2001 by Richard Leon Herrick, Alice Herrick Reynolds and 
Virgil C. Herrick to explore the origins of Henry Hericke.  A team of researchers assisted Richard in 
upda ng the Herrick genealogy from the works of Jedediah Herrick (A Genealogical Register of the Name 
and Family of Herrick – HGRI) completed in 1846 and the work of Lucius C. Herrick, M.D. (Herrick 
Genealogy, A genealogical Register of the Name and Family of Herrick (HGRII) was completed in 1885.   
 
The HGRIII (Herrick Genealogy, Herrick Genealogical Register of the Name and Family of Herrick) by 
Richard Leon Herrick, completed in 2008, made correc ons, captured the work of many dedicated 
researchers, and updated the earlier versions to the current day. This 5-volume work serves as the 
defini ve Herrick genealogy today and is an extraordinary accomplishment. It can be found at the 
Beverly Historical Society, the Peabody Essex Museum, the New England Historical and Genealogical 
Society in Boston, MA, the Library of Congress and other major research libraries.  It can be purchased 
from the Herrick Family Associa on via its website www.herrickfamilyassoca on.org. 
 
The Herrick Family Associa on (HFA) members have done research in Salem and Beverly, MA, as well as 
other sites in the U.S., and in London and Leicester, England in pursuit of informa on about Henry 
Herike, is origin and his life in America.   
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The Herrick Family in England 
 
John Nichols wrote The History and An qui es of the County of Leicester in 4 volumes from 1795 to 
1815 that included histories of many local families including the Eyryks/Heryrickes/Herickes.  His 
grandson, John Gough Nichols was requested by Mr. Perry Herrick in 1860, to update the work and to 
incorporate informa on from the Herrick Papers, le ers and memos which included family and business 
communica on and documents of Sir Robert Heyricke (1540-1618) and his brother Sir William Heyricke 
(1557-1652).   
 
Robert was a successful merchant and William became a goldsmith under the tutelage of their older 
brother, Nicholas.  William served both Elizabeth I and James I in the roles of ambassador to Turkey, 
exchequer, banker, and financier. Both Robert and William invested in the growing shipping trade in 
America, Africa, and Southeast Asia, both were knighted by James I for their services and served as 
members of Parliament.  
 
The Herrick Papers, saved in a trunk, provided glimpses of day-to-day interac ons, business transac ons, 
trade documents  and insight into the family origins.  Along with the works of other Leicester historians 
like Mr. James Thompson (History of Leicester), the records maintained by the City of Leicester and the 
Church of England, other family histories, combined with current DNA studies, more has been learned 
about the Herrick family.  Although this Self-Guide is not intended to provide the full history of the 
English Herricks, the origin of the family is per nent to the story of Henry Hericke, immigrant to Salem, 
Massachuse s in 1629, and progenitor of most Herricks in America.  
 
Viking Roots 
 
Herricks from the US and England were included in an important DNA study completed by Dr. Steve 
Jobling and Dr. Turi King at the University of Leicester in 2014. The findings mapped the historical 
loca ons of the families in the study and confirmed that these families have Viking roots.  Since the 2014 
study, DNA research has blossomed and today, the Herrick Y-DNA clearly indicates origins from what is 
now Sweden, through Gotland Island, and se lement in many sites in England, Ireland, Iceland and 
Greenland. 
 
Several English historians, Michael Wood (The Story of England and many other works and 
presenta ons) and Peter Liddle, Leicestershire historian, hypothesize that the ancestors of the English 
Herricks may well have come with the Great Heathen Army 865-895 that conquered Ireland and half of 
England and then se led in various parts of Ireland, in York and areas in Mercia and East Anglia. It is not 
known for sure, of course, the original Herrick se ler could have arrived in later Viking periods. But 
people named Erick/Ericke/Eryke/Herike/Hericke/Heyricke appear in early documents (1210) in  
Wigston, Stre on Magna, Houghton-on-the-Hill and later in Leicester (1450), it is presumed that they 
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were long-term se lers/residents of the area.  As DNA study results are further refined, more specifics 
will be learned. 
 
 
Migration of the Herricks 
The first men on of Herricks in the history records is Eyryk (1216-1272), a freeman, in Great Stre on (or 
Stre on Magna which near Wigston and E/ SE of Leicester).  Following genera ons stayed in Great 
Stre on and were known as Eyryk of Stre on and, a bit later, John Eyryk of Stre on. By 1450, Robert 
Eyricke se led in Houghton-on-the-Hill and in 1500’s John Eyrick or Heyrick, lived in Leicester.  William 
Heyricke was born in Leicester in 1557, worked in London and re red in Wood House which is W/NW of 
Leicester. The name Herrick appears in records in Mountsorrel and other towns in Leicestershire and 
Warwickeshire as the family spreads.  
 
 
Roles in Leicester 
The Herricks played many roles, from grocer and gardener, to butcher, leather-seller and glover, to 
weaver, draper and tailor, to ironmonger and goldsmith. As freemen and merchant families, they were 
able to survive through plagues, wars and mes of famine.  Many played civic roles as chancellors and 
mayors of Leicester. Quite a few Herricks were reverends in their churches, changing from Catholicism, to 
imposed Church of England, and many becoming dissenters and non-conformists (and separa sts) over 

me. 
 
More information 
The following sources offer more informa on about the Herricks in England: 

• Records:  Search the Corpora on of the City of Leicester to find specific Herrick records, or the 
Bri sh Museum records. 

• History:   Search the Wigston Historical Society, the Leicester Record Office for local histories or 
the Victoria County History – a recent effort to update the histories of local towns around 
Leicester. 

• Background: Read Ken Folle ’s series on England (A Column of Fire, Pillars of the Earth, The 
Evenings and Mornings, World without End) to gain a sense of the lives and mes of the early 
Herricks.) 

• Genealogies: Read 1846 Herrick Genealogical Register(HGRI) by Jedediah Herrick, 1885 Herrick 
Genealogical Register(HGRII) by Lucius C. Herrick, M.D., and the 2008 Herrick Genealogical 
Register (HGRIII) by Richard Leon Herrick. 

 
 
Herrick Family Trees in England 
 
The genera onal tree presented below is simplified to illustrate 2 of the possible candidates for Henry 
Hericke of Salem.  Although incomplete in some spots, the current outline indicates what is known to 
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date.  A key genera on is Genera on 10. Nicholas and John are sons of Thomas, one of the freemen who 
incorporated the City of Leicester.  
 
As reported in the Herrick Genealogical Register (HGRIII) the documented line follows.  The numbers 
given to each individual are the iden fica on numbers used in the HGRIII (2008) by Richard L. Herrick. 
 
Gen 1: #1- Eyryk of Great Stre on  1216-1272 

Gen 2: #2 Alan Eyryk of Great Stre on 
  Gen 3: Robert Eyryk of Great Stre on 
 Gen 2: #3 Henry Eyryk of Great Stre on 
  Gen 3: #5 John Eyryk of Stre on 
   Gen 4: #6 Robert Eyryk of Stre on and Joanna 
    Gen 5: #8 Robert Eyryk – of Stre on, Bishop of Coventry 
    Gen 5: #9 John Eyryk of Stre on 
    Gen 5: #10 Adelena Eyryk 
 

Gen 5:  #7 William Eyryk – of Stre on, knight, in Gascony, 1355 
     Gen 6 & 7 are missing 

Gen 8: #11 Robert Eyricke of Houghton-on-the-Hill 1450 
and Agnes 
 Gen 9: #12 Robert Eyricke, dsp 

Gen 9: #13 Thomas Eyricke -d. 1518 Leicester, 
on books of Leicester incorpora on, gentleman 

Gen 10: #16 Elizabeth 
Gen 10: #14 Nicholas of Leicester, freeman, mayor 1503-1562 
 Gen 11: #17 John Eyrick tailor (1547-1587) 
  Gen 12: #31 John Eyrick b. 1571 
   Gen 13: #x1 Mary Eyrick 
   Gen 13: #x2 John Eyrick – leather-seller, London 
   Gen 13: #x3 Robert Eyrick – merchant tailor, London 
   Gen 13: #x4 Elizabeth Eyrick 
   Gen 13: #x5 Edward Eyrick 
   Gen 13: #x6 Marye Eyrick 
   Gen 13: #x7 Susannah Eyrick 
  Gen 12: #33 Elizabeth Eyrik 
  Gen 12: #32 Thomas Eyrik  
   Gen 13: #x8 HENRY EYRICK b. abt 1597-8, m. Alice Mobbes 1622 
   Gen 13: #x9 Godrey Eyrick 
   Gen 13: #x10 George Eyrick 
 Gen 11: #18 Thomas Eyrick 
  Gen 12: #34 Marie Eyrick 
  Gen 12: #35 Robert Eyrick 
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  Gen 12: #36 Anne Eyrick 
  Gen 12: #37 Elizabeth Eyrick 
  Gen 12: #38 Anne Eyrick 
  Gen 12: #39 James Eyrick 
  Gen 12: #40 Joyse Eyrick 
  Gen 12: #41Edward Eyrick 
 
Gen 11: #15 John Eyrick of Leicester (1513-1589) and Mary Bond, Ironmonger, mayor 
  Gen 12: #19 Robert Heyrick 
  Gen 12: #20 William Hericke (1557-1652) 
   Gen 13: #53 William Heyricke 
   Gen 13: #57 Elizabeth Heyricke 
   Gen. 13: #54 Robert Heyricke 
   Gen 13: #55 Richard Heyricke 
   Gen 13: #56 Thomas Heyrick, dy 
   Gen 13: #59 Roger Heyricke 
   Gen 13: #60 John Heyricke 
   Gen 13: #61 Mary Heyricke 
   Gen 13:  #58 HENRY JOHN HEYRICKE b. 1604 
   Gen 13: #62 Martha Heyricke 
   Gen 13: #63 Dorothy Heyricke 
   Gen 13: Elizabeth Heyricke 
 
  Gen 12: #21 John Heyricke 
  Gen 12: #22 Alice Heyrick 
  Gen 12: #23 Ursula Heyrick 
  Gen 12: #24 Agnes Heyrick 
  Gen 12: #25 Mary Heyrick 
  Gen 12: #26 Nicholas Heyrick 
  Gen 12: #27 Elizabeth Heyrick 
  Gen 12:#28  Helen Heyrick 
  Gen 12: #29 Thomas Heyrick 
  Gen 12: #30Chris ana Heyrick 
   
 
 
Who was Henry Hericke of Salem and Beverly?     
 
The iden ty of Henry Hericke of Salem has always been a mystery. Henry Hericke #x8, son of Thomas 
#32, son of John #17 in the Nicholas #14 branch of the family is our current best guess. This Henry 
married Alice Mobbes (Mabbs) in 1622, had children Samuel 1623 and Thomas 1627.  The current 
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hypothesis as to Henry Hericke’s iden ty is that this Henry of Salem.  The following are the reasons for 
reaching this tenta ve conclusion: 

• Henry of Salem was born about 1598 because he re red from the mili a in Beverly in 1658 at 
the customary age of 60. This matches Heny #x8’s age. 

• He was appren ced by Edward Peabody as a tailor in 1621. The Peabody’s had interests and 
rela ves in Salem and Beverly. 

• There was a plague in 1626 that killed hundreds of Leicester’s residents. It is possible that his 
wife Alice and first son, Samuel, died in the plague, leaving Henry and his son Thomas to depart 
in 1629 on the Higginson Fleet.    

• Henry of Salem’s oldest son is named Thomas, which, according to the English custom, is the 
name of his grandfather. This matches Henry #x8’s family. 

• Henry of Salem was considered a “friend of Higginson”. This Henry a ended his church, was 
married by him and his children were bap zed by Rev. Higginson.  

• Henry of Salem’s “kinsman” George Herrick migrated in later years and could have been the son 
of Henry’s brother George. 

• The DNA of Herricks in England and Herricks in the USA matches well, so there is a connec on 
with Leicester. 

 
There are some gaps in the documenta on that make it impossible to be certain that Henry #x8 is Henry 
of Salem including: 

• Current Herrick cousins in England have found documenta on that suggests that sons Samuel 
and Thomas lived in England and had progeny. 

• There are a few other Henry Hericke’s men oned in various documents, but the informa on is 
sketchy to confirm or deny their possible candidacy.  

 
Con nuing research is needed to confirm Henry’s iden ty with certainty. 
 
Who was Henry Heyricke of Virginia? 
 
A er several years of research, Richard Leon Herrick and Alice Herrick Reynolds concluded that Henry 
John Heyricke (son of Sir William of London and Beaumanor) is not the Henry who immigrated to 
Salem/Beverly.  Rather, current research indicates that Henry John Heyricke #58 (Henry of Beaumanor) 
was the Henry Heyricke (Henry of Virginia) who lived in Jamestown, VA from 1640 to about 1658, was 
married to Ann, and served as a clerk for the family’s import and export business that operated out of 
the Norfolk area.  This Henry Heyricke served in the House of Burgess from 1641-2 and in 1643. He does 
not appear in the records in Virginia a er 1658.  No men on is made of either his death or his departure 
to England.  A signature comparison was completed that showed no match of Henry of Virginia with 
Henry of Salem.  However, Henry of Virginia’s signature matched Henry of Beaumanor. However, in this 
process, we discovered a third Henry Hericke whose signature did not match either of the others. 
Addi onally, there are 3-4 other Henry Herrick’s whose iden es must be researched further.  
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Why did Henerie Hericke immigrate to Salem and Beverly, MA? 
 
Current research holds that: 

• Most Herricks in England were non-conformists or separa sts – believing that parts of the 
Church of England’s doctrine and rituals were not acceptable. Rev. Francis Higginson was a well- 
respected teacher in several churches in the Leicester area: St. Nicholas in Leicester, St. Nicholas 
in Mountsorrel, and All Saints Church in Leicester.  He was forced to flee England to avoid 
persecu on by the Church under Bishop Laud at the urging of King James I. The “Higginson 
Fleet” of 1629 that sailed to Salem in 1629 carried Rev. Higginson’s family and many of his 
congrega on along with other non-conformist church leaders and parishioners. 

• According to church records, Henry Hericke had been fined several mes for non-conforming 
behavior and was finally excommunicated by the Church in April 1629.  He did not appear at the 
hearing. The ming is such that he may well have been a member of the Higginson Fleet. 

• He has been described as “a friend of Higginson”. 
• The members of the Herrick family in the 1500s and 1600’s were engaged in trade and invested 

in the various companies that were opening up new trading centers around the world. Enlis ng 
younger family members to play roles in the business has been documented. 
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What Do We Know about Henry of Salem/Beverly? 
 
The Herrick family has benefited from the recent interest in genealogical research and evolving 
technology.  Recent research by Robert Charles Anderson built upon the works of earlier researchers and 
added new insights into stories of the early se lers of America. The most per nent informa on from key 
sources is quoted below. 
  
The Great Migra on Begins, Immigrants to New England 1620-1633, Vol. II by Robert Charles Andeson 
(Vol. II, p. 910-915), published in 1995, combines informa on from many sources to profile these early 
se lers.  He is entries about Henry Herrick are provided below: 
 
“Henry Herrick 
 
Origin: Unknown 
Migra on: 1630 
First Residence: Salem 
Removes: Beverly 
 
Occupa on: Yeoman. 
Church Membership: “Henry Herricke and “Eedith Herrick” were in the list of Salem church members 
compiled late in 1636 (SChR5, 6) 
Freeman: Requested 19 October 1630 and admi ed 18 May 1631 (MBCR1:80, 366). 
Educa on: Made his mark. Inventory included “four Bibles and other books.” 
 
Offices: Essex grand Jury, December 1650, 24 June 1651, 30 November 1652, 28 June 1653, 28 
November 1654, 26 June 1655, 27 November 1660, 25 June 1661, 25 November 1662, 30 June 1663, 29 
November 1664, 26 November 1667 (EQC 1:204, 228, 270, 282, 372, 390, 2:250, 281, 3: 5, 73, 203, 454. 
Pe t jury, 26 December 1648, 25 December 1649, 20 October 1653, 28 June 1659 (EQC 1:153, 181, 309, 
2:157). 
Salem constable, 1656 (STR 1:193). Henry Herrick was freed from training and his fine partly remi ed at 
the June Term 1658 (EQC 2:101). 
 
Estate: Henry Herrick was granted a farm of two or three acres on the north side of Massey’s Cove, 25 
January 1635/6 (STR1:13). In the Salem land grant of 1636, “Henry Herik” received forty acres in the 
freeman’s land and another forty above Mr. Cole (STR1:20, 26). In the Salem land grant of 1637, “ 
Hen. Herricke” received three quarters of an acre with a household of five (STR 1:101). 
 
Robert Goodell bought forty acres of land from Henry Herrick some me before 1652 (STR1: 171). 
 
On 1 July 1653 Henry Skerry and Francis Skerry of Salem sold to Henry Herrick of Salem on hundred 
acres of upland lying in Burch Plain in Salem and six acres of meadow in Wenham Great Meadow (ELR 
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1:36). On 26 May 1667 Henry Herrick Sr. of Salem, yeoman, sold to Andrew Elliot of Salem, cordwainer, 
one acre of upland on Basse River side in Salem (ELR 3:371). On 26 October 1668 Henry Herrick Sr. of 
Salem, yeoman, sold to Peter Woodbury ‘and William Raiment of Salem twelve acres lately had of John 
Leach by exchange, on Bass Rive side in Salem (ELR 3:133).  
 
The will of “Henry Herick of Beverley”, dated 24 November 1670 and proved 28 March 1671, made the 
following provisions: to wife Edith the western half of his dwelling; to son Thomas, wearing apparel, 20 
pounds and the land where his house stands; if son John live and die single, the land given him to go to 
testator’s sons Ephraim, Joseph and Benjamin; to son Zachary one hundred acres in Birch Plain bought of 
Francis and Henry Skerry of Salem, sixteen acres where Zachary’s house stands; to sons Ephraim, Joseph, 
and John, the farm bought to Mr. Alford; to ... the two lots bought of Henry Rennolds of Salem and 
Richard Kimball of Wenham, also two acres in Bunkard’s meadow; to sons Ephraim and Joseph, domes c 
animals; to son Benjamin the pasture on the southeast side of the highway at age 21; to daughter 
Elizabeth 40 pounds ; to son Henry at wife’s death all the estate bequeathed her; Henry executor; Mr. 
John Hale and Capt. Thomas Lathrop, overseers (EQC 4:239). 
 
The inventory of the estate of “Henry Hericke of Beverly” was appraised 15 March 1670/1 by John 
Raiment, Sr., and Isaac Hall. Sr/ and totalled 974 pounds 17 schillings, including 804 pounds 10 schillings 
in real estate: ”his dwelling house with orchard and 70 acres of land,” 180 pounds, “the English pasture 
with the marsh and orchard in it, “ 80 pounds; the farm bought of Mr. Allford containing 200 acres “ 300 
pounds; “the farm bought of Henry and Francis Skerry, 106 acres, “ 160 pounds; “the 16 acres of land 
bought of Henry Reinald and Rich(ard) Kemball, “ 22 pounds 10 schillings; and “6 acres of meadow in the 
bounds of Topsfield, “ 30 pounds (EPR 2:221-22). “A musket, a sword and a rapier” were part of his 
estate. 
 
Birth: about 1598 based on release from training 
Death: Beverly between 24 November 1670 (date of will) and 15 March 1670/1 (date of inventory). 
Marriage: By about 1634, Edith Laskin, born about 1612 (deposed November Term, 1672, aged “about 
sixty years” (EQC 5:112); daughter of Hugh Laskin. She died a er 27 March 1677 (EPR 127-28). 
 
On 29 March 1659 Henry Herrick was appointed the administrator of the estate of “Hugh Laskine of 
Salem” (EQC 2:159). On 28 June 1659 Paul Mansfield failed in his suit against Henry Herrick for “breaking 
up housing and taking away goods and ca le and giving therin to Timothy Laskin and his wife Damoris, 
who is now the wife of said Manfield (EQC 2: 160), and on the same day the estate of Hugh Laskin was 
distributed: “Two-thirds of it ordered to be paid to Damoris Mansfield, who was the wife of Timothy 
Laskin, son of Hugh Laskin, deceased, and the rest to the wife of Henry Herricke, daughter of Hugh 
Laskin, deceased. (/EQ 2:164-165).  
 
Children: 
 

1 Thomas, b. say 1634; le  a legacy by his father only if he did not live his life as a single man, 
named first in his father’s will, but did not receive a por on of his brother Benjamin’s estate, 
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although all the other siblings did (EQC 6:261). On 26 November 1673 he was divorced for 
impotence by his “reputed wife”, Hannah Ordway (EQC 5:252. Ordway Anc 70). 

2 Zachariah, bp. Salem 25 December 1636 (SChR 16); m. by 1654 Mary Dodge, daughter of Richard 
Dodge (eldest known child b. Salem 10 October 1654, in his will of 14 November 1670 Richard 
Dodge Sr. of Beverly made bequests to “my daughter Mary Herrick” and “my daughter Mary 
Herrik’s five daughters” (EPR 2:230).  

3 Ephriam, bp. Salem 11 February 1637/8 (SChR 16) (the bap smal record is defec ve in omi ng 
the given name of the child;  but Ephraim d. Beverly 18 September 1693, aged ‘about fi y-six 
years’); m. Salem 3 July 1661 Mary Cross, daughter of Robert and Anna (Jordan) Cross (SJC Case 
#3138). 

4 Henry, bp. Salem 16 January 1639/40 (SChR 17); m. (1) about 1663 Lydia _____; m. (2) about 
1692 Sarah (Alcock) Giddings, daughter of John Alcock of York and widow of John Giddings of 
Ipswich (RDMNH 59-60). (Mary Walton Ferris says that Lydia is some mes “called Woodbury” 
but (h)er connec on with out Woodbury families has not been established” (Dawes-Gates 
2:427/) 

5 Joseph, bp Salem 6 August 1645 (SChR 20); m. (1) Beverly 7 February 1665 Sarah Leach (Beverly 
VR 2:158 and EQC 4:103); m. (2) by 1686 Mary (see Comments below), m. (3) Salem 29 January 
1706/7 Mary (Folsom) March, daughter of John Folsom and widow of George March of Newbury 
(Elizabeth Knowles Folsom), Genealogy of the Folsom Family (Rutland, Vermont, 1938; Bal more 
1975), pp. 62-65, including transcript of marriage contract dated 28 January 1706/7; from Essex 
Probate files.) 

6 Elizabeth, bp. Salem 4 July 1647 (SChR21); m. Ipswich 23 January 1672 Philip Fowler (EQC 6:261). 
7 John, bp Salem 26 May 1650 (SChR22); m. Beverly 25 May 1674 Mary Reddington. She m. (2) 

Beverly 13 March 1682 Robert Cue (TAG 14:152-155). 
8 Benjamin, b. by 1656; d. before 27 March 1677, intestate, unmarried and aged more than 

twenty-one. “The estate was to be divided among all the brothers and sisters, excep ng Thomas, 
viz., Zachariah, Ephraim, Henry, Joseph, John, and Elizabeth, wife of Philip Fowler. The mother of 
said Benjamin was to have the income of the land during her natural life: (EPR 3:127-28). 

 
Comments:  In 1937 Meredith Colket examined earlier claims that Hery Herrick of Salem was son of Sir 
William Herrick of Beau Manor, Leicestershire.  Colket brushed aside four of the arguments in favor of 
this ancestry as “not merit(ing) the considera on of serious students of genealogy”, and then proceeded 
to examine more closely a le er of 28 June 1653 sent from Henry Herrick to his brother in Leicestershire, 
demonstra ng convincingly that this Henry Herrick must have been the se ler of that name in Virginia, 
and was dis nct from the New England se ler (TAG 14:96-98). 
 
In 1993 Philip Howard Gray a empted to resurrect this iden fica on, on the basis of the 1653 le er 
Penobscot Pioneers 9Volume Three): Billings, Gray, Herrick (Camden, Maine, (1993), pp. 93-98. His 
arguments are tortured and ad hominem, and do not overturn the conclusions of Colket. In par cular, 
the 1653 le er includes the lament that “We have not a Peacher in near twenty miles of us.” Colket 
correctly noted that Henry Herrick of Salem and Beverly was only two to three miles from the ministers 
of Salem and Wenham.  Gray engages in a long discussion of the necessity of walking up the Bass River 
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to a fording place and back down the other side to Salem when the weather is too bad for the ferry to 
run.  Such a circumstance would not have produced the line in the le er of 1653. More significantly, the 
social status of the New England Henry Herrick is much below that of the claimed Henry Herrick of 
Leicestershire. 
 
Most secondary sources assert that Henry Herrick arrived in New England by 1629, and had married 
Edith Laskin by that date. This derives from the mistaken interpreta on of the first list of Salem church 
members (SChR 5-6), which supposes that they were all founding members of the church in August 
1629, when the list actually includes only those persons (and not even all of those) who had been at any 

me between 1629 and 1636 admi ed to Salem church and were in December 1636 s ll alive and 
residing in Salem. 
 
The second wife of Joseph Herrick has been iden fied as May Endico , but this seems to be the result of 
editorial confusion in the publica on of the Beverly church records. On 18 July 1686 “Joseph Hirreck Sr” 
and “Mary his wife” were admi ed to full communion in the Beverly church, and on 19 June 1687 “Mary 
wife of Joseph Hirreck Jr” was similarly admi ed (EIHC 35:201-02). On 15 February 1678/80 three 
children of Jospeh and Mary Herrick Jr. were bap zed, and the editor gave the maiden name of Mary 
and Endico ; on 4 December 1681 Triphosa, daughter of Joseph and Mary Herrick, was bap zed, and on 
this occasion the editor gave Mary’s maiden surname as Dodge (EIHC 37:188-89). All these bap sms 
would seem to be a ributable to one couple, despite the editorial interpola ons. (Update: 2010 Recent 
research has established that Mary Endico  was the second wife of Henry Hericke.) 
 
With “brother” Neale, Henry Herrick was appointed on 30 September 1644 to see that Mr. Norris (elder 
of the church) received sufficient wood (STR 1:133). With Edmond Grover, he witnessed the will of John 
Friend, April 1656 (EQC 1:422). With John Rayment, he took the inventory of the estate of Annis Balch on 
25 November 1657 (EQC2:60).  
 
On 29 January 1658/9 Henry Herrick was appointed to help Roger Conant and William Dodge se le 
Joseph Harding’s bounds (STR 1:223). At November Term 1661 he cer fied that he had helped to 
measure the highway at the clay pit by Roger Haskel’s hill (EQC2:323). When Edmund Grover’s corn was 
trampled by Osmond Trask’s cows, Henry Herrick deposed at November Term 1664 that Trask had taken 
the cows by force as Grover drove them to the pound (EQC 3:221).  
 
Henry Herrick agreed to keep Richard Lambert’s daughter from 1 January 1657/8 to April 1658 and was 
paid small sums to provide her with clothes and sundries (STR 1:208, 227). Margaret White was 
evidently the servant of Henry Herrick in November 1651 when he was told to pay her charges 
(EQC1:244). On 30 September 1662 Henry Herrick sued Frances Master “a Frenchman” for withholding a 
cow (EQC 2:439); prior to 30 November 1665 Herrick had an agreement with “Frances Masters, 
Frenchman,” that his son, John Masters, was to live with Herrick for eleven and a half years (EQC 3:296). 
 
Bibliographic Note: Mary Walton Ferris wrote about Henry Herrick in her examina on of the ancestry of 
Mary Beman Gats (Dawes-Gates 2:420-24). “ 
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(End of Anderson quote) 
 
Sidney Perley, In History of Salem, Mass (1924) offers more details in Volume 1, page 305: 
 
“Several others of the early se lers appear in the records of Salem this year for the first me.  Among 
them was Henry Herrick, a young man, and Richard Hollinworth who came from London in the ship 
Blessing…” 
 
In the footnotes, more detail is provided about the Herricks: 
 
“Henry Herrick was a yeoman; lived on the Rial Side in Salem; married Edith Laskin; died in 1671; she 
survived him; children 1. Thomas; married Hannah Ordway; died without issue; 2. Zachariah bap zed 
Dec. 23 1636; 3. Ephraim, bap zed Feb. 11 1637-8; 4. Henry, bap zed Jan 16,1639-50; 5. Joseph, 
bap zed 6 Aug 1645, 6. Elizabeth, bap zed July 4, 1647, married Philip Fowler of Ipswich Jan 20, 1672-
73; 7. John, bap zed May 26, 1560, farmer; lived in Beverly; married Mary Redington of Topsfield May 
25, 1674; died in 1680; she married, second, Robert Cue; 8. Benjamin; died about 1677, without issue. 
 
Historical collec on of the Essex Ins tute, Vol. IV. pp. 206-7: 
“Henry Herrick was a husbandman, in easy circumstances, but undis nguished by wealth or by civil rank 
or influence in the colony.  He was a very good and honest dissenter from the established church and the 
friend of Higginson, who had been dissen ng Minister in Leicester. Mr. Herrick and his wife Editha, were 
among the thirty who founded the first church in Salem in 1629; and on the organiza on of a new 
parish, on “Ryal-Syde” 1667-, they with their sons and their sons’ wives, were among the founders of the 
first church in Beverly, also, there are reasons to suspect that neither Henry, nor his sons were, at all 

mes, and in all things, quite as submissive to the spiritual powers of their day, as they should have 
been. On the court records of Essex County is an entry like this: “Henerie Hericke, and Edith his wife, are 
fined 10s. and 11s. for costs of Court, for aiding and comfor ng an excommunicated person, contrary to 
order.” 
 
The sons of Henry Herrick were all farmers, and with the excep on, perhaps of Joseph, were exclusively 
farmers. 
 
Some Beverly History as Background, booklet produced by the Beverly historical Society.  
On page 3, “The coming of Reverend John Hale in 1664 and his acceptance and ordina on by the First 
Church in Salem led to the forming of the town of Beverly in 1667-8. The vote taken by church members 
included original se lers Conant, William and Humphrey Woodbury, William Dodge, Henry Herrick and 
Brackenberry.  The town became of port of entry in 1682 and along with Salem gradually became a 
major seaport over the next century.” 
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When did Henerie Herrcke Arrive? 
 
Establishing the year of his arrival has not been proven because no documenta on has been found to 
date.  A le er that was to be sent to the Massachuse s Bay Colony offices in 1629 lis ng all the residents 
of Salem has not been found during our research.  Several dates have been suggested: 

• 1628 – Since Henry Hericke married Edith Laskin, some propose he arrived with the Laskin family 
in 1628. The Laskins arrived with Captain John Endico  in 1628. Henry Hericke also owned 
property near the Old Planters, (Roger Conant, John Woodbury, William Trask, John Balch and 
Peter Palfrey (along with Henry Hericke) received the 1000 acre grant of land in 1635.  This group 
se led Salem in 1626 a er having a fishing se lement in Cape Ann and originally arriving at 
Plymouth MA in 1623.) It is wondered why Henerie Herike se led in their midst if there was not 
some early connec on with them. 

• 1629 – Since Henerie was a “friend of Higginson” and since a Henerie Herricke was 
excommunicated in the winter of 1629 and did not appear at the hearing, it is assumed he 
joined the Higginson Fleet and arrived in 1629. Banks, in A Study of Emigra on to New England 
in Colonial Times lists Henry Herike as arriving in 1629 on the Lion’s Whelp in the Higginson 
Fleet. 

• 1630 – Anderson and others guess that he arrived with the greater migra on of people in the 
Winthrop Fleet, but he does not appear on these documents either. 

 
 
Henry Hericke’s Properties 
 
Un l 1667 when Beverly was declared to be a separate town, the area of Salem included both sides of 
the Bass River.  The following maps indicate the proper es Henrie and family members owned. 
 
From Ryal Side, From Early Days of Salem Colony by Calvin Pierce, 1931. 
 
P6. Names associated with the lands at Ryal Side, as indicated by the earliest town records, were 
Lawrence Leach, Richard Ingersoll, William King, Abraham Warren, (the first three considered “old 
planters”, Henry Herrick, …. 
 
P7. Many of these men received grants of land in the earliest days of the establishment of the Town of 
Salem, some as early as 1635/6, others were purchasers of the rights in the lands of the original 
grantees…  
 
P87. 1657 Henry Herrick owned all the land from what is now the intersec on of Beckford and Cabot 
Streets, north-west, to a point about what is now Mason Street, thence westerly to the river, taking in 
the land west of Edmund Grover to the land where the drop-forge plant now stands. That por on of his 
land which was his “English field’ is now traversed by Grant, Simon, and Ropes Streets.  
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P88. The lot of land on the northern corner of Beckford and Cabot Streets, Henry Herrick sold to Andrew 
Elliot, May 17, 1668, and a por on of the stone wall marking this northern boundary is standing at this 

me.  Ellio  lived here for many years, and the town gate, which the Town of Beverly always maintained 
at this point, was always referred to as “Andrew Ellio ’s gate.” 
 
Edmund Grover owned a five-acre lot in the angle formed by Mill and Beckford Streets which is not 
traversed by Gage Street.  The southern boundary of his lot is marked by a stone wall, s ll in place, 
running from Beckford Street to the railroad. 
 
Lying west of the Grover lot was a ten-acre lot which was the southern por on of Henry Herrick’s land 
and comprised all the land laying between the southern frontage of the main buildings of the United 
Show Machinery Corpora on and the river.  This lot was sold by Mr. Herrick to John Leach about 1668, 
but no conveyance is recorded.  This was called “Bushnells lo ”.  It was probably a grant to John Bushnell 
in 1636. 
 
P89. On the north was the remaining land of Henry Herrick, about a ten-acre field, which he possessed 
at the me of his death, March 1670/1. In his will proved March 18, 1671, there was devised to his son, 
Benjamin ‘the pasture land called by English field wch joyneth on the east syde to Andrew Ellio , lying 
between the countrye high way & the mill reiver,’ the ‘land’to remaine in the hands of my sonne Henry 
to improve un l Benjamin be 21 years of age and in case he dye before he be 21 years of age I give the 
sayd land to my sonne Henry.’ 
 
 
Herrick Sites to Visit Today 
The Herrick Family Associa on members and Fred Hammond, a local historian, in coordina on with the 
Beverly Historical Society, have located several sites in Beverly that are associated with Henry Herrick. 
The maps provided below, iden fy Henry Hericke related proper es and landmarks that you can visit 
today. 
 
On the Showing Subdivisions and Loca ons of Landmarks map: 

• Herrick Bridge: On the Herrick Bridge is iden fied as “M” on the map.  It is possible to cross a 
more modern bridge at the same site.  

• Herrick Rock: The large landmark is labeled “F” on the map.   
• Herrick land: Henry Hericke’s land is indicated by “43” on the map 
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Herrick Rock 
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On The Old Planters’ Grant and Surroundings 1635 map: 
• The First Landing (1635-47): The Planter’s Path led to John Balch’s house at the intersec on 

of Herrick Lane (now Herrick Street) and Cabot St. Proper es  
• Loca on of Henry Herrick’s house, Roger and Lot Conant’s houses. Across the street from 

the Balch House that can be visited today, it is believed that the Col. Henry Herrick’s 
(grandson of Henry Herrick) fireplace is s ll part of the current home’s structure. It is 
believed that Col. Herrick inherited his granfather’s home. The owner prefers not to allow 
visitors. 

• Henry Hericke’s land:  A long strip of land is labeled Henry Herrick. 
• The Old Burying Ground: where many early se lers were buried. 

 
On the Reflec ons map: 

• Henry Herrick land 1668-1677 was passed from Henry to sons Benjamin and Henry. 
• Henry Herrick sold land to Andrew Elliot in 1668. 
• Henry Herrick 1636 land at the corner of Herrick Street and Cabot Street. 

 
Granted and Leased Lands map:  

• Herrick land received in a grant in 1636 is indicated by area #21.  
 
 Dwellings in 1692 map: 

• Land owned by Henry Herrick, who inherited it from his father Henry Hericke, is indicated by 
#102. 

• Land owned by Joseph Herrick is indicated by #53. 
 
Beverly in 1700. No. 1 

• Land owned by Henry Herrick – “A” 
• Land owned by Joseph Herrick “B”  
• Land owned by Samuel Herrick “C” 
• Land owned by John Herrick “D” 
• “Herrick” land “E”  
• Land owned by Stephen Herrick “F” 
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Other Herrick Sites 
• Second Church in Beverly – 35 Conant Street, #1, Beverly, MA– Church that Henry Herrick 

helped found. Under a panel on the wall, parts of the original church have been saved. 
• Ancient North Beverly Cemetery – 27R Conant Street, Beverly, MA at intersec on of Cabot 

and Conant Streets.  Early graves are maintained there including Joseph Herrick who died in 
1718. 
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• First Parish Church in Beverly – 225 Cabot St., Beverly, MA – It is now a Unitarian 

Universalist church built on the site of the first church in Beverly.  
• First Parish Church Cemetery – 19 Abbot St., Beverly, MA (adjacent to the First Parish 

Church) – holds the remains of many early residents, including genera ons of Herrick 
ancestors.  The grave of Henry Herrick (along with the graves of other early se lers) is 
believed to have been asphalted over for a road through the center.
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• Herry Hericke House:  According to Fred Hammond, local historian, part of the original 

structure of Col. Henry Herrick’s house is incased today in the home that is at the corner of 
Herrick and Cabot streets, 454 Cabot St - across the street from the Balch House.  It is 
believed that Col. Herrick inherited his grandfather’s house. The owner prefers not to allow 
visitors. 

 
 

 
• 
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John Cabot House and Visitor Center and home of the Beverly Historical Society – 417 
Cabot Street, Beverly, MA - the home of John Cabot, early merchant in Salem and Beverly, 
built a mansion during the Revolu on.  Today, the house serves as the Visitor Center and 
home of the Beverly Historical Society.  The home contains ar facts from the early se lers 
including the Herrick family. It also has a gi  shop.  The Balch House and the Hale Farm are 
maintained by the organiza on called Historic Beverly. Among many items in their collec on 
are: 

• Herrick history booklet for Herrick Family Associa on – Sept. 22-25, 2005 
• Herrick trunk owned by Col. Henry Herrick with documents from 1735 
• Documents: civic, military witch trial, profiles, adver sements, and other documents 

 
• Samuel Herrick house – built in 1764 at 58 Water Street which also served as Gen. Glover’s 

officers’ quarters during the Revolu onary War.  
 

• Independence Park – Lothrope Street, Beverly, MA.  At this park, Col. Henry Herrick (1717-
1780), grandson of Henrie Hericke, who served on a Commi ee of Correspondence to create 
the Declara on of Independence, read it aloud at Independence Park to the ci zens of 
Beverly.  Col. Henry Herrick’s headstone is in The First Parish Church Cemetery.  
 

• Peabody Essex Museum – 161 Essex St., Salem, MA. The museum began in 1799 with a 
focus on the East India Marine Society of ship captains with collec ons in art (African, 
American, Asian) and Mari me Art and History. It Is linked to the Phillips Library and 3 
historic homes that can be toured in Salem and Marblehead, MA. Here you can see: 

• Ephraim Herrick cabinet 
• Henry Hericke porringer 
• Historical documents of the Salem Witch Trials and Herrick involvement 

 
• Other Neat spots in Salem and Beverly- The historic buildings, witch museums, Hawthorne 

Hotel and tons of interes ng shops make a trip to Salem and Beverly very memorable.  My 
family had a wonderful me in 2002 digging into the sources, loca ng maps and finding 
Herrick sites.   In later trips, we discovered the amazing work the Beverly Historical Society 
has done to help us access ar facts, more informa on and a deeper connec on to the 
history of Henerie Hericke and other early se lers.    
 

 


